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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 
January 12, 2017 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Richard Spedowske at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Present:  Richard Spedowske, Megan Eppley, Caryn Schonert, Deb Chipman,  

Karen Simmon 
 
Absent:  Mark Brejcha, Jason Kostecki 
 
Other:   Mark Gifford, City Manager 

Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     
 Paula Weipert, Board Secretary 
 
MINUTES:   
None.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:   
None. 
    
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 
Dog Park: 
Heather spoke on the previous meeting where a request was made to make changes to the 
current rules in place at the Dog Park.  The request is to add the requirement for all dogs 
to have been spayed or neutered prior to being allowed into the fenced in areas of the 
Park.   
 
Heather directed the Board to an email that she received from Mark Brejcha regarding his 
stance on this requested change.  A copy of this email is within all member’s packets.  
 
Eric Williams, City Attorney, was present to address the concerns brought out at the 
November meeting with regards to liability.  He found that there had been no police 
reports filed on any incidents at the park.  Eric spoke on there being no liability on the 
City whether there were rules posted or not.  He spoke on municipalities, in general, 
having immunity.  Eric spoke about making a certain rule to get an end-result may not 
cover other situations which will achieve the same end-result. 
 
There was discussion from Board members present.  The general discussion was to have 
a self-policed park, as is currently.  The decision was to maintain current rules as 
currently posted. 
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Motion by Megan Eppley, seconded by Richard Spedowske to maintain the Brutus Dog 
Park Rules as currently posted.   
 
Yeas:  Caryn Schonert, Deborah Chipman, Karen Simmon, Megan Eppley, Richard 
 Spedowske 
Nays: None 
 
Park & Recreation Master Plan: 
Mark spoke on the draft copy within each Board member’s packets.  There was some 
discussion.  
 
Motion by Richard Spedowske, seconded by Karen Simmon to recommend the City 
Commission approve the Parks and Recreation Master Plan  for 2017-2021.     
 
Staff Changes: 
Mark spoke on the changes that are taking place with staff at the City upon the retirement 
of Steve Sobers.  Mark will become the new City Manager and Heather will become the 
new Public Works Director.  The City will be hiring a part time Recreation Program 
Coordinator to replace Heather.  This job has been posted.  Heather will be taking the 
parks side of her current job with her as Director.   
 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS:  
None  
 
 
STAFF REPORTS:  Recreation 
None 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   
None.   
 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   
Mark spoke on the City staff currently busy working on budgets and CIP’s for the 
upcoming new fiscal year. 
 
The Chamber will be moving to their new location once that building is complete.  There 
will be discussion regarding the future of the current building.  
 
Richard spoke on the snowmobile problem at the Industrial soccer field.  He suggested 
installing a split rail fence in hopes to prevent access to the field.     
 
Deb stated that she will not be available to attend the upcoming February Park & 
Recreation meeting. 
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The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be February 9, 2017 at 6:30 
pm in the City Commission Room.   
 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paula Weipert 
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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 
February 9, 2017 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Richard Spedowske at 6:34 p.m. 
 
Present:  Richard Spedowske, Megan Eppley, Caryn Schonert, Mark Brejcha, 

Karen Simmon, Margaret Maynard 
 
Absent:  Deb Chipman, Jason Kostecki, Leigha Oberle 
 
Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     
  
 
MINUTES:   
Motion by Karen Simmon, seconded by Mark Brejcha to approve the  
January 12 , 2017 minutes as presented.  Motion Passed.    
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:   
None. 
    
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 
Welcome New Board Member: 
Heather introduced new Board member Margaret Maynard.  Margaret spoke a little bit 
about herself.  All members welcomed her to the Board.   
 
Community Library Park Plans: 
Heather spoke on the plans being discussed at Library Park.  Information is in each board 
packet including correspondence from Miriam Andrus, Library Director.  The Friends of 
the Library have been interested in doing improvements to the Library grounds with 
purchasing and having new playground equipment installed.  The pictures show various 
pieces of playground equipment that they are fundraising money to purchase. There is no 
cost information included within the information that the Board has.  The information 
provided to the Board is just for informational purposes at this time so that if they hear 
discussion regarding this park area, they will know what the discussion is about.  
 
The prior City Manager, Steve Sobers had wanted to have a parking lot put on the 
Library grounds, entering of Michigan, where the Anna Howard Shaw statue is currently 
located.  He felt that the statue could be relocated to a different location on the Library 
grounds.  This would allow for the parking lot.  This was only a concept.  The Library 
Board is in favor of this and at a previous meeting that they held, passed a Resolution in 
support of having a parking lot installed in that location.  Their hopes were to have it 
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installed during the 2017 construction season while Michigan Avenue is being paved.  
This project was not included in that project, nor was it budgeted.  At this time, there are 
no funds available for this to be done.  This is another “for informational purposes only” 
item so that all Board members are aware.   
 
Another item within the packets are pictures of locations for a Community Garden area 
on the Library grounds, on the Oak Street side of the property.  There is a Seed Sharing 
program that occurs at the Library so they are interested in adding this Garden area to 
reinforce the idea behind the Seed Sharing.   
 
Mark Brejcha inquired as to why we would put a parking lot in the location due to having 
to move a statue and take down a great number of trees.  Why can it not be located off the 
alley to the west.  Heather replied about much discussion that is going on with regards to 
the history of the Anna Howard Shaw statue.  Also, this was not budgeted so this is not a 
project that will be done in 2017.  The cost could range from between $20,000 to 
$60,000.   
 
Richard Spedowske spoke about the idea of moving the statue.  He recalls a great deal of 
people know the history behind the statue being there and moving it will not be agreed 
upon by many.  The parking lot makes more sense to come off the alley.  Trees being 
removed would be less likely in this manner.  The play area being put too close to 
Michigan Avenue may need to be looked at.  
 
Margaret Maynard spoke on the parking lot being put in the back could hinder handicap 
accessibility.  Heather spoke on the cement area in the back is marked as handicap 
parking.  There were intentions of putting in a full-size parking lot years ago, however it 
was not done due to the number of trees that would have had to be removed.  The spaces 
that are there now is what they ended up doing.   
 
Megan Eppley asked about putting in handicap spaces on the street.  Yes, that is a 
possibility.  There could be an access off Oak Street for a parking lot.      
 
Skate Park: 
Heather spoke on the upcoming On Thursday, February 16th at 3:30 pm there will be an 
Open Committee meeting.  About 3 weeks ago, there was a posting put on the City 
Recreation Facebook page about having an interest in starting an effort to get input on a 
park design and to start looking for grants and ways to fundraise.  There was a great deal 
of interest shown by the comments, emails and calls received.  Any Board members 
interested in attending are welcome to.      
 
Richard asked about a possible location.  Heather indicated that Hemlock is being looked 
at as an option due to the other amenities there.  He also inquired as to it being used for 
dual purpose, as an ice rink in the winter.   
 
 
Tree Planting Program: 
Heather spoke to the Board about the current tree planting program that the City has.  She 
stated that the staff will be bringing a recommendation to the Board next month to 
increase the fee.  Within this recommendation, the request for the property owner to 
water and maintain the tree will be included as well.  
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SPECIAL EVENTS:  
None  
 
 
STAFF REPORTS:  Recreation 
None 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   
None.   
 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   
On February 20th, the Mayor will sign a Proclamation to have the City of Big Rapids 
become a Monarch butterfly community.  Carrie Weis Streimer applied for a grant to 
have 4000 plugs of milkweed delivered to the City which will then be planted in many 
locations.  Many of the plugs will go at Clay Cliffs.  Looking for many different groups 
and organizations to assist with the planting.        
 
The City has hired a new Recreation Program Coordinator, Brynn Chesebro.  Please stop 
by and introduce yourself.  She will also be the new Farmer’s Market Master.  She will 
be going to Lansing for the training session that they offer.      
 
Richard asked about the street light that is damaged and another that is not working on 
and near the Baldwin Bridge.   
 
The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be March 9, 2017 at  
6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   
 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paula Weipert 
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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

March 9, 2017 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Richard Spedowske at 6:34 p.m. 

 

Present:  Richard Spedowske, Caryn Schonert, Mark Brejcha, Karen Simmon, 

Margaret Maynard, Leigha Oberle, Deborah Chipman 

 

Absent:  Jason Kostecki, Megan Eppley  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     

  

 

MINUTES:   

Motion by Karen Simmon, seconded by Mark Brejcha to approve the  

November 10 , 2016 minutes as presented.  Motion Passed.    

 

Motion by Caryn Schonert, seconded by Margaret Maynard to approve the  

February 9, 2017 minutes as presented.  Motion Passed.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

Welcome New Board Member: 

Heather introduced new Board member Leigha Oberle.  Leigha spoke a little bit about 

herself.  All members welcomed her to the Board.   

 

Citizen Recognition: 

Heather explained the purpose of the recognition and the process in which the Park Board 

goes through.  She asked for any nominations from the Board members.  A few were 

received.  All members will review the nominations and a vote will take place at the 

April meeting. 

 

Tree Planting Program: 

Heather explained the program.  Property owners request that the City plant a tree in the 

right-of-way bordering their property.  The City purchases, plants and maintains the tree 

by watering the first year.  The cost to the property owner has been $50 for the past few 

years, the remaining cost has been borne by the City.  Due to the increase in costs to the 

City for the purchase and maintenance of the trees, there is a need to adjust the charge.  

City staff have requested that the purchase price that is charged be increased to $75 per 
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tree.  There has been discussion on having the owner water and maintain the tree.  The 

City will continue, at this time, to water and maintain the tree for the first year.   

 

Motion by Deborah Chipman, seconded by Margaret Maynard to increase the 

purchase price of a tree to $75 per tree.  Motion Passed.    

 

Disc Golf: 

Within the board packets there is a picture of what the new sign will look like that will be 

installed at the Disc Golf course in Northend Riverside Park.   

 

Several members gave suggestions on slight changes that they would like to see 

implemented on the sample prior to it being a finished product.  This information will be 

passed on to the golf group.  

 

River Safety:   

Heather spoke on the history of this project.  Gary and Char Fitch spearheaded this 

movement after 2 young girls drown behind the Middle School.  After time, the program 

was handed over to the Jaycee’s.  Over time, the City was approached to take on the 

maintenance.  

 

Gary Fitch is currently fundraising to purchase a new sign and have the City install it next 

to the current sign.  This new sign will state “Are you a floater or a sinker”.   

 

Goose Round Up: 

The City will participate in this program again, which will take place in Northend 

Riverside Park.   

 

SPECIAL EVENTS:  

Copies of upcoming events are in each Board members packets.  

 

 

STAFF REPORTS:  Recreation 

None 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

Heather spoke about the latest information with regards to the Skate Park plans.  They 

held their first meeting and started a committee.  The plan is to hold meetings on the 

second Tuesday of each month at 3:30 here at City Hall.  City staff has met with Bryan 

Galloup, who is spearheading this fundraising project.  There is a good possibility that 

this amenity will be built in the very near future.  A possible site could be Hemlock Park.   

 

Heather spoke on the posting of park hours.  The City ordinance reads park hours are 

from 8 am to 10 pm.  Should the Dog Park be open 24 hours or the same as all.  Members 

feel that there should be a set time for all and no differentiation otherwise it will cause 



 3 

confusion.  Park hours should be posted on all park signs.  The Dog Park sign currently 

reads from Dawn to Dusk, which needs to be corrected. 

 

Next month is Richards last meeting on the Board as he is termed out.   

 

Karen would like to discuss the policy signs at the Dog Park and an update on signs for 

Win Kellum.        

 

Heather introduced Brynn Chesebro to the Board members.  Brynn is the new Recreation 

Coordinator for the City as well as the Farmers Market Master.   

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be April 14, 2017 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paula Weipert 
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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

April 13, 2017 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Richard Spedowske at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Present:  Richard Spedowske, Caryn Schonert, Karen Simmon, Leigha Oberle, 

Megan Eppley  

 

Absent:  Jason Kostecki, Margaret Maynard, Deborah Chipman, Mark Brejcha  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     

  

 

MINUTES:   

None.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

Northend Riverside Park Playground: 

Heather was contacted by a concerned citizen, Scott Leach.  He would like to see a fence 

constructed along the play area at Northend that runs along Riverwalk.  He is most 

concerned about possible injuries that children could sustain if they were to dart across 

the trail and be hit by a fast-moving bicycle.  Also, he fears the interaction of a passing 

dog with the children.  

 

There have been no reported incidents, however, he feels that there could be and would 

like to be proactive.   

 

Heather stated that she would like to look at safety issues at this location.  She is not 

supportive of installing a fence as this can lead to a false sense of security.  She would 

like to review the fall zones in that play area and the possibility of anything being 

constructed as being a hindrance to that.       

 

There was discussion on possibly installing a shorter partial fence running alongside the 

trail only.  Megan suggested possibly planting some short bushes or shrubs alongside 

instead.   

 

Heather will invite Mr. Leach to the May meeting.  She will further inspect the area prior 

to that meeting and invited other members to do the same.      
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Holland Park Sign: 

Marlies Manning spoke on the proposed sign that she is working on for the Holland Park 

Veterans Memorial.  The committee has chosen gold leaf to be used for the letters on the 

sign.  A quote from D & D signs has been received and will still need 2 more quotes.  

There is money available in their account to purchase this sign.   

 

Motion by Caryn Schonert, seconded by Karen Simmon to accept the Holland Park 

sign proposal as presented.  Motion passed.  

 

Randy Baumunk is donating the construction of the stairs that lead down to the sidewalk 

running along N. State Street.  Kathryn Verrill, an Adjunct Professor and Lab Technician 

with the Kendall College of Art & Design created a new Holland Park stamp that will be 

imbedded into the newly poured concrete for this stairway.    

 

 

Win Kellum Update: 

Heather gave an update on the status of the improvements being made at the Win Kellum 

ballfield.  The dugouts have been completed.  The roof and sides need to be finished.  

Benches and shelves need to be installed.  The brick dugouts will not be painted as the 

brick looks good.   

 

Jim Davis, Crossroads Charter baseball coach, suggested that school logos could be 

placed on the sides of the dugouts to represent the schools that use them; Crossroads, 

Ferris and Big Rapids.  

 

There was much discussion on the logo suggestion, metal sides on the dugouts and some 

fencing issues.  There are plans for the press box to be budgeted in the next fiscal year 

with work to be done in the fall.    

 

Jim Davis spoke on the need for an opening in the fence in front of the dugout.  This 

helps in players going on to and coming off from the field during play.  There is no 

timeframe set on the fencing and some discussion needs to take place, plans made and 

quotes requested and received.        

 

Heather explained to the board the work that the Ferris Club has done and will be doing 

to the field.  They have fundraised money and will be purchasing stone for the infield 

with plans to install later this summer.   

 

Caryn Schonert spoke on behalf of Kevin Sankey the Athletic Director for Crossroads 

Charter, who was unable to attend the meeting.  He inquired about the ability to have a 

google doc calendar for scheduling the ball fields.  This would enable all parties to view 

the schedule on their own without having to contact anyone to get this information.  

Heather said that we will consider if this is an option.   

 

Nick Halm, Ferris Club, spoke on the need for better maintenance of the field.  There was 

much discussion on this topic.   
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Monarch Butterfly – April 27: 

There will be a Monarch Butterfly presentation at the Department of Public Safety from 

6pm to 7pm on April 27th.  All members are invited to attend.    

 

 

Dog Park - Sign:   

This item will be held for discussion at the May 11th meeting.  

 

 

Citizen Recognition: 

The members voted on the 2016 recipient of the Citizen Recognition Award.   

 

Motion by Leigha Oberle, seconded by Megan Eppley to approve the Holland Park 

Veterans Memorial committee for the 2016 Citizen Recognition Award.  Motion 

Passed.   

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS:  

Copies of upcoming events are in each Board member’s packets.  

 

 

STAFF REPORTS:   

None 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

Heather spoke on the City receiving the Tree City Award for the 39th year in a row.  She 

and Roger worked together on a concept of what to do with the small tree placards that 

have been received each year.  These will be on display in the front entrance area of City 

Hall.   

 

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be May 11, 2017 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paula Weipert 
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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

May 11, 2017 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chairperson Karen Simmon at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Present:  Karen Simmon, Jason Kostecki, Margaret Maynard, Megan Eppley, 

Deborah Chipman, John Sparks, Mark Brejcha  

 

Absent:  Caryn Schonert  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     

 

MINUTES:   

Motion by Deborah Chipman, seconded by Margaret Maynard to approve the March 9, 

2017 minutes as presented.  Motion passed.  

 

Motion by Deborah Chipman, seconded by Margaret Maynard to approve the April 13, 

2017 minutes as presented.  Motion passed.     

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

Miriam Andres, Library Director, addressed the Board.  She spoke about the Literacy 

Committee Group for the Library.  Miriam explained the Book Exchange Program that is 

operating at several locations, one being at the Big Rapids Middle School.  The box 

located outside near the front entrance is one such Book Exchange Program box.  The 

Committee is currently writing a grant in hopes of being able to place these boxes 

throughout the City’s park system.   

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

Welcome New Board Member: 

Heather introduced new Board member John Sparks.  John spoke a little about himself 

and his use and interest of the parks.  All members welcomed John to the Board.  

 

Northend Riverside Park Playground: 

Heather informed the Board that this topic will be moved to a future meeting.  

 

Library Master Plan: 

Heather introduced Marlies Manning of Manning Design.  The Library Board is working 

with Marlies on concepts for the Master Plan.  A copy of the plan is in the Board packets.  

Marlies spoke of what she has been working on for the Board.  The plan is to bring 

educational opportunities, normally found inside, to the outside.  The plan shows a 20-

space parking lot, an outdoor movie and story time area, areas for hanging hammocks to 

relax and read on, a couple of play areas, a community garden, a pollinator garden, an 
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enclosed compost area along with a handpump to access water from for the gardens.  The 

total cost for the current proposed project is approximately $290,000. 

 

There are some questions as to the need to install a storm drain for the property that need 

to be addressed and would most likely increase the overall cost of the project. 

 

John Sparks commented on many areas within the plan and asked several questions; one 

being about the number of children estimated to be there at any given time.  Karen 

Simmon inquired as to the plan to possibly put a splash pad at this location.  This idea did 

not fit the Library Board’s overall idea of what they wanted to create; a learning 

environment.  Many other comments were made by members, most generally accepting 

of the concept and design.  

 

Motion by Megan Eppley, seconded by Margaret Maynard to approve the Library 

Master Plan and allow the Board to continue with further planning.   

 

Mae Emerson spoke on how she and the Board would like to have the Library Park 

renamed to the Anna Howard Shaw Park.  There was some discussion on the ability to 

name a park after an individual or a group of people in general.  Heather will research the 

rules and procedures concerning the Naming of Parks and report back to the Board at 

their next meeting.       

 

Dog Park: 

Karen Simmon spoke on the need to update the sign to clearly state the park hours of 

8:00 AM – 10 PM.  Heather stated that the signs have been moved from their original 

location and attached to the fencing.  The signs will need to be moved from where they 

are at and placed back closer to the entrance again.  There was much discussion on proper 

placement of the signs.   

 

Karen will check into getting new signs made.  She has a couple of vendors that she 

works with and will see what she can come up with.        

 

All members will review the current signage and bring back any comments or 

suggestions for discussion at the next meeting.  

 

SPECIAL EVENTS:  

None  

 

STAFF REPORTS:   

 

Heather spoke about the Grindline Survey for the proposed skate park.  The survey is out 

on Facebook, the City website and flyers are in the front lobby of City Hall.  The surveys 

are coming due soon.  Not much feedback has been received thus far.  Deb Chipman 

inquired about the amount of noise created by such an amenity.  John Sparks spoke on 

the different parks that he has seen; such as in Ludington and Kalamazoo.  He expressed 

his concern for the care of the park.  

 

A copy of the fence quote is in each members’ packets.  Heather met with all concerned 

ball park users at Win Kellum to discuss what they wanted to see done with the fence, 

benches and dugouts.  The cost of an aluminum bench is around $859.  The City has 
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limited funds to spend at this time on the park.  There has been approximately $20,000 

spent on the renovation and improvements so far.  The Board was asked which direction 

they would like to go, correct and finish the fencing or purchase benches for the dugouts.  

The Board agreed to move forward with the fencing.   

 

Motion by Mark Brejcha, seconded by John Sparks to accept the bid received from 

Hamberg Fencing in the amount of $1,920 to finish the fencing at Win Kellum ball 

field.   Motion passed.  

 

Heather spoke on the recent email and phone calls received from Lee Yarrington, 

President of the Big Rapids Men’s Softball Association.  Lee would like to be able to 

control the lights at the Hemlock ball field.  For many years, the ball club officials could 

operate the lighting system at the park.  There were some repairs made to the old system 

and a timer was put into place.  This timer allows staff to pre-set the lights to turn on and 

off at a given time.  Last summer, Lee attended a Park Board meeting and addressed his 

concerns with the Board about their need to operate the lights.  At that time, the Board 

heeded to the City staff to make the determination.  The decision was to remain the same, 

only staff would operate the lights at Hemlock field.  Heather informed the Board that she 

again let Lee know that due to Liability concerns with the possibility of an Arc Flash 

occurring and someone being electrocuted, the City cannot allow anyone to operate the 

system.  The Board was happy with the report.  

 

The City has been receiving a great deal of inquiries, from other municipalities both in 

state and out, about the handicap swing in Hemlock Park.  They are very interested in 

having this amenity in their parks and were looking for information on it. 

 

The City of Big Rapids has been selected as a “Pet Friendly Community” and is ranked 

265th out of the 500 communities listed.     

 

With the retirement of Richard Spedowske from the Board, there is a need to nominate 

and elect a Chair and Co-Chair for the Board. There was a nomination for Karen Simmon 

to become the new Chair.  All members agreed.  There was a nomination for Megan 

Eppley to become the new Co-Chair.  All members agreed.  The new Chair is Karen 

Simmon and Co-Chair is Megan Eppley.   

  

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be June 8, 2017 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 

Paula Weipert 

Board Secretary 
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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

June 8, 2017 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chairperson Karen Simmon at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Present:  Karen Simmon, Margaret Maynard, Megan Eppley, Deborah Chipman, 

Mark Brejcha, Scott Herron  

 

Absent:  Jason Kostecki, John Sparks  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     

 

MINUTES:   

None.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None . 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

Welcome New Board Member: 

Heather introduced new Board member Scott Herron.  Scott spoke a little about himself.  

All members welcomed Scott to the Board. 

 

It was noted that Caryn Schonert has resigned from the Board.    

 

Park Naming Policy: 

Heather explained the request that was made at the May meeting.  Mae Emerson, Chair 

of the Library Board, addressed the Board and requested that Library Park be renamed to 

Anna Howard Shaw Park.  Heather tabled the discussion to the next meeting due to not 

having the Policy for naming parks on hand.   

 

She read the policy to the members.  An amenity within a park may be named after an 

individual or group of people, rather than naming the park itself in this manner.  For the 

Library grounds and the renovations that will be taking place in the future, an area within 

that park may be named after Anna Howard Shaw.    

 

Dog Park: 

Karen Simmon reported that she has spoken with one of her vendors and they are very 

interested in helping with the signs.  She will know more at the next meeting on whether 

a donation can be made. 
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Mark Brejcha inquired about getting a new spicket at the park to be able to hook a hose 

to.  He would like to make it easier to clean and spray down the cement within the park.  

Heather will talk with staff about this request.          

 

Goose Round Up: 

Heather reported that the Goose Round Up will take place next Thursday, the 15th.  The 

point of contact, Theresa, will call when she arrives to find out where the geese are 

located.  There are approximately 40 normally at Northend Riverside Park and another 40 

behind the Big Rapids Middle School.   

 

Last year, 60 were captured.  The DNR chooses the location where they will be relocated.   

 

Girls on the Run: 

The event is this Saturday at the Bandshell.  They will be using the same 5K route that 

was used last year.  This keeps the participants within the park and off streets.   

 

SPECIAL EVENTS:  

Copies of upcoming events are within the Board packets.  There are many coming up.  

Most notable is the Back to the Bricks event this Saturday the 10th in the downtown.  The 

cars will parade from the Holiday Inn, down State Street and onto Michigan Avenue.    

 

STAFF REPORTS:   

The Pool opened Monday.  The website needs to be updated.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

Heather spoke on the current Chamber office building.  With the relocation of the 

Chamber along with the Convention and Visitors Bureau, the building will then be 

empty.  The City asked Frtiz Pins, County Inspector to visit the site and inspect the 

property for any possible future use.  A letter from Fritz is within the Board packets.  The 

building has many issues and would need a great deal of renovations to be a useable 

property.  Due to this report, the City would like to demolish the building and then 

complete the plan for Mitchell Creek Park incorporating this space.   

 

Motion by Mark Brejcha, seconded by Margaret Maynard to recommend that the City 

Commission approve the demolition and removal of the building located at 246 N State 

Street.  Motion Passed.     

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be August 17, 2017 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:09 p.m. 

 

Paula Weipert 

Board Secretary 
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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

August 17, 2017 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Acting Chairperson Mark Brejcha at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Present:  Mark Brejcha, Scott Herron, John Sparks, Brandy Hurst, Jason Kostecki  

 

Absent:  Karen Simmon, Megan Eppley, Margaret Maynard, Deborah Chipman  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     

 

MINUTES:   

None.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None . 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

New Member:   

Mark Brejcha introduced new Board member Brandy Hurst.  All welcomed Brandy to the 

Board.   

 

Dog Hazing: 

Heather spoke on the time of year when the State allows for the goose round up to occur.  

Theresa, from Goose Control, has contacted Heather.  She offered her services to the City 

3 times and was unsuccessful each time during the round up season for various reasons.   

 

Heather has contacted her, once again, due to multiple complaints that the City has 

received with regards to the amount of feces in the parks.  Theresa has offered her 

services with Dog Hazing.  She has 2 to 4 Border Collies that are trained to round up 

geese so that they may be captured and thus removed and relocated.  Theresa has come to 

the parks about 20 times a month, starting near the end of June.  We have seen a 

significant difference.  Geese are still present, but the mess left by them is becoming less 

and less noticeable.  She travels around Michigan and provides her services to a variety 

of municipalities and businesses, including golf courses.  Her services will be available 

until the end of October for the City.      

 

Mark Brejcha spoke on his experience in the difference this program has made.  He spoke 

on how bad the mess used to be.    

 

 

 



 2 

Skate Park: 

Heather spoke on the group, spearheaded by Bryan Galloup, that would like to fundraise 

monies in order to construct a Skate Park within Hemlock Park.  The plans have been 

presented to the Board in a prior meeting.  There is a need now for the Board to move 

forward with approving the group’s ability to begin fundraising. 

 

Heather spoke in detail explaining the plan which is included in each member’s packets. 

The Skate Park Committee and the City shared the cost in hiring the company Grindline 

The Skate Park plan is derived from the feedback that the group had received in 

surveying the public for input.  There are 2 Phases to the construction of the Skate Park.  

to present their concepts.  Phase 1, presented to the group is estimated to cost $150,000.   

 

Mark Brejcha spoke in favor of the entire project.  He believes that this group will 

actually pull through and make it happen.   

 

John Sparks inquired about the liability to the City on having this constructed within the 

park.  Heather responded that the liability is no greater than a child playing in Playscape 

and becoming injured in some way there.  John also asked about the use of this area for 

this amenity and how it will affect past and future events held in the park, such as the 

Labor Day Arts & Crafts event.  Heather stated that no event holds the ability to dictate 

the usage of the park land.  Any event plans can be changed to fit the area in which they 

wish to host it.  

 

Scott Herron asked if Hemlock is the set location or is it a flexible idea to move 

elsewhere.  Heather indicated that the location is flexible however the concept for this 

particular park that they will be fundraising for is approximately 2000 sq. ft. in size.    

 

Motion by John Sparks, seconded by Jason Kostecki, to allow for the Skate Park 

Committee to begin fundraising for their plan to construct a Skate Park facility.  

Motion Passed. 

 

Motion by John Sparks, seconded by Jason Kostecki, to allow for the Skate Park to be 

located within Hemlock Park.  Motion Passed.  

 

Holland Park Sign: 

Heather spoke of the new sign that has been installed at the Holland Park Veterans 

Memorial and Homefront Heroes Park. 

 

Hemlock Tennis Court: 

Heather introduced Ron Holadina, who is an avid tennis player and frequently utilizes 

Hemlock Park tennis court.  Ron reached out to Heather and she met with him and other 

tennis players out at the court.  They had just finished a tournament at the park.  

Pickleball was taking place at the time.  They discussed the real need for the tennis court 

to be replaced, not just patched.   

 

She spoke of the procedure in which the City goes through each year for deciding on 

funding of projects, such as this.  This Capital Improvement process goes through a chain 

of committees that decide the importance of each request.  These requests are ranked 

according to their importance.  An example would be, purchasing equipment that is 

needed for the safety of staff versus spending the same dollars on repairing a recreational 
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piece of equipment.  Most generally, the safety equipment would come before the latter.  

The final step is the approval by the Commission.   

 

The group had provided pictures of the courts, which were displayed for the Board 

members to see.  The courts had been patched 4 years ago and the cost was around 

$15,000.  Cracks started reappearing almost right after the patching had been done.     

 

Swede Hill: 

 

 

Win Kellum: 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS:  

None reported 

 

STAFF REPORTS:   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be September 14, 2017 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:09 p.m. 

 

Paula Weipert 

Board Secretary 
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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 
September 14, 2017 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by Acting Chairperson Mark Brejcha at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mark Brejcha, Margaret Maynard, Deborah Chipman, Jason Kostecki, 

Scott Herron, John Sparks, Brandy Hurst 
 
Absent:  Karen Simmon, Megan Eppley  
 
Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     
 
MINUTES:   
Motion by Deborah Chipman, seconded by Margaret Maynard to approve the June 8, 
2017 minutes as presented.  Motion passed.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:   
None. 
    
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 
Library Park: 
Heather explained that a request was brought before the Board in May by Mae Emerson, 
Chair of the Big Rapids Community Library Board, to rename Library Park to Anna 
Howard Shaw Memorial Park.  She read a short synopsis that she had written after much 
research she had done with the history behind the Naming of Parks.  Copies of all 
information that she had found along with a copy of the Park Naming Policy were 
provided to the Board members.   
 
Susan Grant, Zonta Club member spoke to the Board.  She spoke on the historical interest 
that her club has had in Anna Howard Shaw.  The Zonta Club is in full support of the 
name change to the park. 
 
Mary Bechaz, GFWC member, spoke on this groups interest in the historical significance 
of Anna Howard Shaw.  The GFWC provides historical reenactment programs for 
children and community groups.  The GFWC is in full support of the name change to the 
park. 
 
Olukemi Fadayomi, AAUW (American Association of University Women) member 
spoke in support of the request being made in changing the park name due to the 
historical significance of Anna Howard Shaw.   
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Cathy Johnson, Library Board member, spoke in support of the change in the park name.  
She spoke about a plaque of Anna Howard Shaw that was on a stone in front of what is 
now Crossroads Charter Elementary school building.  
 
Mae Emerson, Chair of the Library Board, spoke on the significance of the park being 
renamed to the Anna Howard Shaw Memorial Park.   
 
Heather spoke on a conversation that she had with retired Public Works Director, Tim 
Vogel.  Tim gave her some information on how and why the current policy was enacted.  
Heather had conversations with Miriam relating to following the policy and naming the 
area within Library Park where the statue is, the Anna Howard Shaw Memorial.  This is 
what happened with the Veterans Memorial within Holland Park.    
  
Each of the Board members took turns in speaking about the request.  Margaret Maynard 
stated that after having reviewed all the background information that was provided to her 
prior to the meeting and listening to all of those who have spoken, she is in favor of 
approving the request for the name change to be made.   
 
Deborah Chipman, Jason Kostecki and Brandy Hurst all spoke in favor of the name 
change.  Scott Herron would like to see the Board recommend that the City Commission 
approve the name change.   
 
John Sparks spoke on his initial reluctance.  He spoke of his concern for future requests 
not being tied to any important significant background but rather money, such as a large 
corporation donating then requesting a park name changed to the company name.  He 
agrees with the significance in Anna Howard Shaw and with this request, he just fears 
what could happen in the future if there is not a good policy in place that is adhered to.  
He would like to see a clearer policy protecting how a change is made.     
 
Mark Brejcha spoke on the importance of this request.  He noted that there are 2 statues 
in town of significant people, one is of Woodbridge Ferris and the other is Anna Howard 
Shaw.  He feels that this is an amazing opportunity and that proper recognition is due.  
Mark stated that the policy reads that the Commission has the authority to change names 
of parks and that the Park and Recreation Board can make recommendations for a 
change. 
 
Motion by Margaret Maynard, seconded by Brandy Hurst, to recommend to the City 
Commission that Library Park be renamed to Anna Howard Shaw Memorial Park.  
Motion passed.   
     
  
Committee: 
Heather explained that the Board has 5 committees that members can be a part of.  All 
members present were asked which Committee they wished to be on.  The following is 
the list of Committees and the Board members that comprise each group: 
 
POLICY/CITIZENS RECOGNITION COMMITTEE: 
Mark Brejcha, Deborah Chipman, John Sparks, Scott Herron, Brandy Hurst 
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BUDGET COMMITTEE: 
Karen Simmon, Mark Brejcha, Jason Kostecki, Scott Herron, John Sparks 
 
RECREATION PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE: 
Deborah Chipman, Margaret Maynard, Jason Kostecki, Megan Eppley, Brandy Hurst 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
Karen Simmon, Brandy Hurst, Megan Eppley, John Sparks, Margaret Maynard 
 
POOL COMMITTEE: 
Scott Herron, Deborah Chipman, Jason Kostecki, Margaret Maynard, Mark Brejcha 
       
Centennial Park: 
Heather spoke on the history behind the naming of this park.  There was an agreement 
reached between the City and Centennial Cellular in 2005.  Part of the agreement was 
that this park land was to be named Centennial Park until July 31, 2015.  Being that this 
agreement has expired, the sign that is there is in process of being removed.   
 
There has been some discussion on using this park as a location for outdoor fitness 
aerobic equipment.  Members were provided pictures and information on this type of 
exercise equipment.    
 
Depot: 
Heather spoke on the progress the City has made in obtaining this property from the 
State.  Staff met with a few new members from the DNR recently and talked about the 
City’s interest in purchasing this property from the State.  The City has been trying for 
over 15 years to be given permission to utilize the facility or to purchase it outright.  The 
meeting went very well with good signs that there is a high probability of the purchase 
coming to fruition.  
 
The City will be submitting an application to purchase the building along with ½ acre of 
property.  The remaining acreage will stay with the State and we will continue to 
maintain the trail as we do now.   
 
There was much positive discussion from the members.  Scott Herron would like to see 
staff not lose sight in the potential for that location.   
 
Bowman Welding: 
Sarah Bowman had contacted Heather regarding the possibility of installing more 
handicap swings in other City parks.  Bowman Welding constructed and installed the 
swing that is in Hemlock Park.  The Bowman’s would like to fundraise and build one for 
each park.   
 
Members discussed the need for each park to have a swing.  Some of the city parks are 
not visited heavily by people and do not have any other amenities in them that would 
warrant having a swing located there.  A few of the parks would not have the space 
needed.  It is a possibility that Northend Riverside Park would be a good location for one 
as it is heavily used by people and has the needed facilities.   
 
Item was tabled to a future meeting.   
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Mitchell Creek: 
The Chamber building demolition shall begin at the end of September, early October.  
The bike shelter that is there will be moved to the large dog park area.  Patrons of the dog 
park have requested a shelter be placed within the large dog area for some time.  
 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS:  
Copies of upcoming events are within the Board packets.  Most notable are the Big 
Rapids Public, Crossroads Charter and Ferris State Homecoming parades, the Angel Ride 
along with several 5k’s.   
 
STAFF REPORTS:   
None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   
None.   
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   
There has been a request to have a cement slab put into the large dog park area where the 
benches have been moved to.  The staff is hesitant on doing this due to ADA 
accessibility.  If a slab were installed, that area would become inaccessible.  Due to this, a 
slab will not be put in.      
 
There was discussion on the need for shade in the large area.  The 2 large trees are slowly 
dying.  Scott Herron will be talking with Heather on possible suitable types of trees to 
plant there that can handle the activity.   
 
The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be October 12, 2017 at  
6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
Paula Weipert 
Board Secretary 
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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 
October 12, 2017 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Karen Simmon at 6:32 p.m. 
 
Present:  Karen Simmon, Margaret Maynard, Deborah Chipman, Scott Herron,  

John Sparks, Brandy Hurst 
 
Absent:  Mark Brejcha, Megan Eppley, Jason Kostecki  
 
Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     
 
MINUTES:   
Motion by Margaret Maynard, seconded by Deborah Chipman to approve the 
September 14, 2017 minutes as presented.  Motion passed.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:   
None. 
    
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 
Design Build: 
Heather spoke on an approved agreement made with a group from Ferris.  The students in 
the Architecture program will be applying to design and build a shelter at the Dog Park 
and a pedestrian bridge within Clay Cliffs.  Those designs that are submitted will be 
presented to the Park Board at a future meeting.   
     
Pool: 
Since our last meeting, a few of the Pool Committee members; Scott Herron, Margaret 
Maynard and Jason Kostecki met to discuss ideas for possible revenue sources for the 
Community Pool.   
 
The City Commission, about a year ago, had requested that the Park Board Pool 
Committee research revenue sources.  Past City Manager, Steve Sobers, had presented a 
list of ideas for generating revenue.  This list is in each Board members packet.  
 
Also within the members packet are pictures of a few of the signs that are at the Pool; 
Hours of the Pool and the Rules sign along with the schedule for the 2018 season.   
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Pat Horan, Community Pool Director addressed the Board.  She spoke on the changes 
that she is making to the operating hours for next season.  The pool will open 1 week 
later, thus extending the season by 1 week in August. 
 
She then spoke on the idea of preparing and selling food on site.  She spoke on there not 
currently being enough space to allow for the proper preparations needed.  An addition 
would need to be built on, but there is not enough room anywhere around the facility that 
would work for this.  The overall costs involved with the renovations and Health 
Department licensing does not make it a feasible option.  The facility is very clean and 
her staff works very hard to keep it that way.  She spoke very highly of all her staff.      
  
Pat spoke on the history of the pool and the things that have been done in the past.  She 
spoke of the many and continual donations that the City receives from the Jennings 
family.  These donations have helped anywhere from purchasing equipment to building 
the pavilion on site. 
 
One question that has been raised in the past and still is asked is, what is the advantage to 
closing the pool at 7:45 as opposed to 9:00?  Pat believes the expense to remain open 
another hour does not pay for itself when you figure in everything that goes into 
remaining open; staff pay, additional chemical usage, utility usage, etc.… 
 
Rosemary Jennings spoke to the Board on her connection with the pool and how she feels 
that it is a very important amenity that the City needs to keep offering.  Rosemary 
suggested raising the millage, maybe selling t-shirts and pens or other such items.   
 
Scott Herron spoke on how he is perceiving that lessons and accessibility are the highest 
priority and the open swim recreation part are of lesser importance.   
 
Margaret Maynard suggested that there needs to be more advertising of the pool.  Some 
residents are not even aware that it is available nor know the location.  
 
Scott Herron suggested that the Committee and staff put together a promotional style 
video.  He suggested offering evening lesson times for those that cannot attend during the 
morning.  Pat indicated that there would be staffing issues with that.  
 
Brandy Hurst spoke on the lack of signage.  She has only seen one sign indicating that 
there is a pool.  She would like to see more. 
 
John Sparks spoke of not being in favor of going down the food sale route.  He suggested 
maybe pool banners hanging like those that are in the downtown. 
 
Karen Simmon suggested that the Committee meet again to discuss further.  
 
SPECIAL EVENTS:  
Copies of upcoming events are within the Board packets.   
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STAFF REPORTS:   
None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   
None.   
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   
 
The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be November 9, 2017 at  
6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
Paula Weipert 
Board Secretary 
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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

November 9, 2017 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Karen Simmon at 6:32 p.m. 

 

Present:  Karen Simmon, Margaret Maynard, Deborah Chipman, Scott Herron,  

John Sparks, Brandy Hurst, Mark Brejcha, Megan Eppley 

 

Absent:  Brandy Hurst, Jason Kostecki  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     

 

MINUTES:   

Motion by Megan Eppley, seconded by Margaret Maynard to approve the October 12, 

2017 minutes as presented.  Motion passed.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

Triangle Park: 

Heather spoke of discussions that have been occurring on a future endeavor for this park.  

The initiative behind this is called the National Fitness Campaign.  There is interest in 

having an outdoor fitness park at this location.  The idea is to purchase and install 

outdoor workout equipment.  This project could cost approximately $80-90,000.  

Spectrum Health is very interested in and will support the project.  Heather and Scott are 

planning to attend the next Rotary meeting to gain their support as well. 

 

Megan Eppley inquired as to there being 1 stationary piece of equipment.  Heather 

responded that there would be multiple pieces installed.  Megan also asked if this could 

be connected to the trail.  That could be looked at as a possibility.     

 

Mark Brejcha spoke that he feels that it is a great concept however, would like to focus 

on and complete pending initiatives such as the tennis court and skate park first before 

starting this one. 

 

The Board will be kept updated on the status of this possible project at future meetings.      
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Mitchell Creek Park: 

Heather updated the Board on the status of the ongoing project within Mitchell Creek 

Park.  Bids went out and were received back.  All bids came in $50-60,000 higher than 

expected.  The City Engineers are reviewing the plans and are looking to scale back items 

such as the parking lot size and look at different lighting ideas for the park.  The project 

will then be rebid with the changes.   

 

 

Pocket Park: 

Heather reported that there have been several trees removed from the park due to their 

age and condition.  There has been discussion amongst staff as to the possibility of 

improvements that could be made to this area.  One idea is to possibly have Randy 

Baumunk, who volunteered his concrete services during the Veterans Memorial Park 

construction, install some concrete slabs that have decorative music note symbols on 

them.  Another idea was to add more seating for the concerts and events held there with 

additional tables and umbrellas. 

 

The Board will be kept updated at future meetings.     

 

Dog Park: 

The City was recently approached by the Ferris Architecture group.  They had applied for 

and received a grant from Design Build.  This grant is for them to design a project and 

then follow through with building what was designed.  They are currently designing a 

bridge for the Clay Cliffs Nature Area and a shelter for the Dog Park.   

 

The group will be at City Hall on November 14th at 10:30 am for a presentation of 3 

different designs for the permanent dog park shelter structure. 

 

Mark Brejcha spoke on the possibility of naming the shelter after a very supportive and 

active patron’s dog who recently had passed away.    

 

SPECIAL EVENTS:  

Copies of upcoming events are within the Board packets.   

 

STAFF REPORTS:   

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be January 11, 2018 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Paula Weipert 

Board Secretary 
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